
Case Study: Callum

Callum  is a 19 year old young man in Post 16 provision at Bents Green School for Autistic
students. He went on a 3 day residential on board Ethel from 13th to 15th May 2015 as part 
of a group of 8 students and 2 staff from the school.

It was the first time Callum had opted to go on a school residential and was quite keen.  
Mum was a little anxious at his first time away but was keen that he should be given the 
opportunity and was very supportive. 

As well as having a significant degree of autism, Callum has communication difficulties 
and has limited use of language.  He never the less has a good ability to communicate, 
particularly with people who are familiar with him.

He was particularly very excited about the prospect of steering Ethel and was keen to 
experience this. 

As on previous occasions with other young people, the crew of Ethel were quickly able to 
assess the ability of Callum and communicated with him in a very appropriate and effective
way.  He was able to understand all the safety procedures associated with the barge and 
the waterways and could demonstrate this understanding well.

Because of the confidence he developed in the crew, Callum quickly became confident in 
engaging with them and he was soon volunteering for any task available including 
operating lock gates and swing bridges and washing up and drying duties. It was therefore
not a long time before he got the chance to steer the boat.

The crew were able to explain to Callum in ways he could understand how he needed to 
steer the craft and he listened well and was soon able to demonstrate his steering skills to 
the satisfaction of the crew.  

It was obvious Callum was “over the moon” about
his achievement of steering the barge and his pride
shone out to all. This experience has given him
much confidence in his ability and has
demonstrated to himself that he is capable of doing
something which involves quite a responsibility.
This confidence will hopefully enable Callum to
undertake similar levels of challenge in the future.

The success of this example and others is
dependent on the high levels of commitment and
competency of Ethel’s crew. We’d thoroughly
recommend the “Ethel Experience” to any group
working with young people with learning difficulty
and disability!
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